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"White I was pleased to see cover-" 
age of the American Security Coun-- 
cil’s panel on SALT verification, Ver-' - 
non Guidry’'s article (Jan. 5) missed 
the essence of the controversy over. 
Soviet. concealment of missile test, 
data. . 5 we Sue 

The Soviet i ractice- ‘of transmit? 
ting such data by means.of a secret= 
code from an. inflight missile to a’. 
ground station makes it virtually” 
impossible for U.S. intelligence serv- 
-ices-to learn whether’ the missile, 
being tested is MIRVed:, Being ables 
to.determine if a missile’is MIRVed.: 
will be critic tto verif lag SALT Ihe 


ace 


‘At Gentiva: the Soviets proposed. to 
‘stop coding such missile test dataif- 
‘the data are important to SALT, But: 

“the Soviets would decide what data 
“are important to SALT, and ‘alk: 
“unimportant” aos they could ¢ cons: 
finue to encode. -- - rate, he ALAS ay See 

_In other words, ‘we ‘would trust the’ 
‘Russians: ot to.concealidata that’ 
.Proved: they were violating SALT," 

‘ Of course,.such-a proposal. did lit 

te to satisty SALT critics... eam: 


= “Brien ‘Benson 
ao Edifor, ee A 


“Falls Gas Va. 


o™~ 


Approved For Release 2005/01/12 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000400390152-1 © 


